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FOREWORD

The Commonwealth of The Bahamaéss been inundated withpersons from the
Republic of Haitifor many years Communities have formed which generally do not
meet enviroomental standards. These communities are commonly referred to as,
éShantyTownsé & { K I y (i 8is deflhed fpréthe purpose of this studyasa cluster of
dwellings which do not meet minimum environmental or regulatory standards with
respect to water supply, solid waste management, sewage disposal, general aesthetics

and structure

Many of the long term resident2 ¥ K S & Sownsah&vk asdindilatedand are
recognized asproductive, law abiding citizensvho contribute to the growth ar
development of tls country. Historically, nany of the older occupants in these areas
were farm labarers who were hired by diverse persongrom throughout our society.
Thesedaborersin some instances weralowed to occupy the landfter the owners had
ceased farming operations.In return, these occupants@re expected to share a

percentage of their crop anpay the landownervaryingsmall fee
There are significant differences in the population densityowfnsin New Providence

and the Family Islands. This project addresses the FamilydsladdNew Povidence

separately
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INTRODUCTION

Thed & K Itowin®é NI a dzt Haifiayf FigratiohRare focused primarily in New

Providenceand thelargerpopulatedFamily Islande/here the labour force is large

It was observed that most, if not all of theS&hantytowns are on Governmentcrown
land issued to Bahamiariamiliesfor the purpose ofagriculture As noted in the first
Survey(conductedtwo (2) years agp these "communities” are informally organized
overcrowdedwith illegalpoorly canstructeddwellings improper or no sewage disposal
systems compoundedwith derelict vehiclesand garbage accumulation which givise

to the breedngof rodents, mosquitoesand otherdisease carryingectors

An emerging trend is the increag number of Bahamianr persons who claim to be
Bahamian who livein or frequent thesetowns. Many of the longterm Shantytown
occupants express that "new arrivals” do not have the same reverence for proper

hygiene and respect for law and order resulting in the decline ofdiwns.
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PURPOSE

The Department of Environmental Health Services, ovemaveekperiod undetook
the mandate of the Minister of the Environmeigiathereddata, conducted interviews

and collectedsamplego:

1. identify the environmental conditions existing inclusive of sanitary facilities, water
supply, solid waste management, vectors, housiogditions and sewage
disposal;

2. provide an estimate of population for each town;

3. assess groundwater quality and thectors impacting same;

4. provide recommendations to ensure compliance with environmental and other

standards.
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METHODLOGY

1. Theisland of New Providence was subdivided irtpf@ur districts for inspection

and collection of data

a. Eastern Districfbounded on west by East Street, north Byulff Roadgast
and southby the sea)

b. Northeastern/Central Distric{north of Wulff Rd southof East Streetto
the sea)

c. Northwestern Districi(Faith Avenue, Carmichael Rd, Bacardi Road

d. Southwestern DistricfCowpen Road, Spikenard Road, Gamble Heights)

2. Research participants comprising of Vector Control Officers and Health Inspectors
were assigned to groups ranging from 3 to 5 officers, and were given designated
areas of focus.

3. Members of the Public Analyst Laboratory were assigned to tearosliect
samplesof water for analysis.

4. Data was collected based on observation and interviews

5. Phaographs were obtained to provide visual records.

6. Only properties having more than (10) ten houses are included in the definition of
GakKlydke FizRbyéhee.

7. Garbage bins within the text of this project refer to any hard container used to

storegarbage.
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KEY
Eastern District

HC?2aeg Joe Farrington Roagisecond left off Joe Farrington Road, drive to the end of
this corner and make a right turn a quick left and you will see the community on the
right hand side.

HC3aeg¢ Sea Breeze Langturn S.W.on to Sea Breeze Lane at T junction S.W. side
facing wind street.

Northwestern

HClawg GodetAvenue andHamster Road (east)

HC2awcg Floridell Avenueoff Bacardi Road.

HC4awg Dirt Road off Floridell Avenue (past farm)

HC5awg Second road on west oBolden Isles Roagl(off Carmichael Rogd
HC7awcDirt road offCarmichael Roadn northern side next tohe national well fields.

HC2awfg Faith Avenue western side after passing Oasis of Love Ministries International
(between the brink of the hill and p@lhumber 21

Southwesern

HClaswBlue Hill Road, pafarlton Francis School, the first corner on the left side
Cowpen Road

HC2aswDirt road offCowpen Road just after pole #26.
HC6bsw off Spikenard Road.

HC7aswsouth of Bacardi and Cowpen Rdddiller Sound area).
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STATISTICAL REPORT

House and Population Count

300

POPULATION IN THE
SOUTHWESTERN DISTRI

250 +

200 -
150 - m Adult
m children
100 -
50 -
0 -

HClasw HC2asw HC6bsw HC7asw

D.E.H.S Shanty Town Project 2013



300 -
NORTHWESTERN
250 —PISTRICT
200
m Adult
150 m Children
100

Jim B o B M

HC4aw HC5aw HC2aw HClaw HC7aw HC2awf

Population in the Eastern Districl
140
120 -
100 -
80
m adults
60 -
m children
40 -
20 | .E
0 - ;
adults children

D.E.H.S Shanty Town Project 2013



Population by District
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Total Population & House Count by Villag

700

600

500

400

Hpop
m houses

300

200

100

0
HC4aw HC5aw HC2aw HClaw HC7aw HC2awfHClaswHC2aswHC6bswHC7asw HC2ae HC3ae

D.E.H.S Shanty Town Project 2013



Water supply and sewage disposal systems
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Total Sewage Disposal Systems
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Solid waste management
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Water Analysis

Water Sample Pass/Fail Percentac
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Presence of Fecal Coliforr
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OBSERVATIONS

e All buildings inthesS & a K | y iar@ maidlefnany dis€arded wood or metals
without any regard for the Bahamas Building Code. Constructioronga@ng in
Y2al 2F G&KSasS al2sya
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e A numberof the structuresare now rented by Haitians to persons claiming to
haveBahamian Citizenshgnd illegal immigrants

¢ Profitable businesssof varying natureinclusive ofiuor storesconvenience
shops,numbers animal rearing (chickensheep, goats, and pigs), cock fighting,
recycling of bottles, and coal producticare being operated in #setowns.
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e ¢KS a02NI3S 2F o0200f SsE  @RSBP MoseuoaiadS R A
other disease carrying vectors.

e Manufacturing of coal seesto be a big busines3he Bahamian Pinis being
utilized indisregardo the Forestry Act.

e 2 SNIJAA I @LAflIO0fS AY it aidz2eoyagé |yl
Of great concern is the dmgical qualityof the water. Onlythree (3) of the forty
Six @6) samples taken meé&Vorld Health OrganizatiofWHO)3andards All the
othersfailed with very high fecal cdiorm counts Twoof the samples had
residual chlorine present.

WHO standards defines potable water as having ndaoh or fecal colform
and a residual chlorine between 0.2 and 2.0 ppm

Water Sample Results
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Bucket wells are most common. These open, untreated wsdarcesare
undesirable due taheir susceptibility to contamination from runoff and debris
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Closed well supplies are also unsatisfactory due to their improper constryction
proximity to improper sewage systems and the natural fluctuatodn
groundwaterquality.
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e Attempts have been made to providerse form ofsewage disposaNone ofthe
structures provideatonform with the law and in most casarein a state of
disrepair.
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